
 

 

Corona patients occupy 54pc beds in hospitals across Punjab  

Asif Chaudhry Updated May 09, 2020  
 

LAHORE: A sharp increase in confirmed Covid-19 cases across Punjab has further burdened state-

run health facilities, taking their bed occupancy ratio to 54 per cent. 

The rate increased during the last two weeks or so due to widespread transmission of the virus. 

Official figures reported by the health department portray a grim picture as 3,693 people contracted 

the virus during the last seven days in the province. 

Punjab had reported around 3,686 positive cases for the virus during a period of one month starting 

from March 15, when the first Covid-19 case was spotted. 

Most of the confirmed patients were taken care of in Lahore where the 1,000-bed Expo Centre Field 

Hospital is housing 450 patients, with 45pc bed occupancy. 

Ratio may touch 80pc in two weeks 

Similarly, the Mayo Hospital houses 420 patients (70pc bed occupancy) while the Pakistan Kidney 

and Liver Institution 100 patients (100pc bed occupancy). 

The health authorities believe that this percentage is likely to reach 80pc in coming two weeks if 

cases continue to grow at the same rate. 

The Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) is very much concerned over the increasing number of 

coronavirus patients and rising death toll. 

“We are extremely disturbed that how our hospitals would mange the load of corona patients in 

future because of the scale of transmission of the virus,” said PMA Secretary Dr Qaisar Sajjad. 

He said the government would have to revisit the current health system in order to remove flaws 

and create more space for coronavirus patients, keeping in view the future requirements. 

While sharing the fresh report, a spokesperson for the Primary and Secondary Healthcare 

Department said Punjab reported a record 961 confirmed cases of the virus on Friday and it was the 

highest figure in a single day so far since the pandemic surfaced in the province. 

https://www.dawn.com/news/1555659/corona-patients-occupy-54pc-beds-in-hospitals-across-punjab
https://www.dawn.com/authors/1370/asif-chaudhry


“The government has allocated 7,753 beds for the corona patients at all the teaching, district and 

other field hospitals across the province,” he said. Of them, 4,239 had been occupied by the 

patients. 

“We have 6,744 beds for corona patients at all the teaching and field hospitals that fall under the 

specialised healthcare and medical education department in Punjab,” SH&MED Additional 

Secretary (development) Nadir Chattha said. 

He said 3,370 of them were allocated in teaching hospitals and 3,374 at field hospitals. Of the 6,744 

beds, he said 2,261 (34pc) had been occupied by the patients. 

“We are going to make available 984 more beds in coming days,” he said. 

Of the total admitted patients, Mr Chattha said 40 were in a critical condition, with 34 of them on 

ventilators. He said so far 186 corona patients had died in Punjab. 

On the other hand, of the total 961 confirmed cases on Friday, 488 were reported from Lahore 

which was also another record number (of people testing positive) in the provincial capital in just a 

day. Of them, 87 were reported from Gujrat, 77 from Rawalpindi, 60 Faisalabad, 45 Multan and 67 

from Muzaffargarrh besides some other cities. 

The total number of confirmed cases in Lahore and Punjab rose to 3,856 and 10,033, respectively, 

on Friday. 

Surprisingly, the health department said only one patient died (in Muzaffargarh) of coronavirus in 

Punjab during the last 24 hours. 

Published in Dawn, May 9th, 2020 
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Two PINS employees test positive for pandemic  

LAHORE: In the first phases of corona tests of the employees of Punjab Institute of Neuro 

Sciences, two employees tested positive during testing of initially 50 employees of PINS. 

In a statement on Friday, PINS Executive Director Prof Dr Khalid Mahmood said that even in the 

days of coronavirus outbreak, patients are being examined 24 hours a day for medical examination, 

and emergency is open as well. 

He told that a separate escalator and operation theatre have been allotted for corona patients. 

Similarly, no one is being allowed to enter the PINS without a safety mask. According to Prof Dr 

Khalid Mahmood, under the policy of the Punjab government, all protective items are being 

provided to doctors, nurses and medical staff. So far more than 24,000 surgical masks, 1127 N95 

masks, 950 protective kits, 100 goggles and 13,710 gloves have been provided to the staff. 

He that 24-hour medical procedure in a state-of-the-art isolation ward for corona patients is 

underway. Similarly, screening with thermal guns on admission to PINS is also being ensured. The 

PINS executive director made it clear that in the light of the orders of Punjab Chief Minister Sardar 

Usman Buzdar and Health Minister Dr Yasmin Rashid, PINS is working round the clock to provide 

better medical care and treatment while following the SOPs. 

PMA concerned 

The Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) is very much concerned over the increasing number of 

coronavirus patients and rising death toll of Covid-19 patients in the country. 

“We are very disturbed; how would our hospitals mange the load of Covid-19 patients in future. We 

have been observing the management flaws in our hospitals,” said Dr SM Qaisar Sajjad, secretary 

general, PMA (Centre), in a statement here on Friday. 

The patients with corona positive are being refused admission to hospitals even if there is 

availability of vacant beds and ventilators there. Death of Dr Furqanul Haq is a recent example of 

this mismanagement. PMA has been receiving such complaints on a daily basis in which patients 

are mistreated and misguided. We should learn a lesson from the death of Dr Furqan so that no 

patient should suffer like him in future. 

“We will have to streamline the system of our corona designated hospitals and quarantine facilities 

all over Pakistan. There should be a centralised networking among the health facilities. Ambulance 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/writer/our-correspondent


service should also be included in the network so that ambulance driver can take the patient to the 

required facility. No patient should be refused admission to a health facility,” the PMA office-

bearer said. 

The doctors performing duties in emergencies should not misguide patients. The inquiry committee 

has concluded that misjudgment on part of the medical officer at Civil Hospital was the cause of Dr 

Furqan’s death. In case of unavailability of bed or ventilator, a patient must be referred to some 

other hospital by the doctors on duty by approaching central network. By relaxation in the 

lockdown, the government has put the responsibility ovn the public to adopt preventive measures to 

remain safe from coronavirus, otherwise, lockdown will be imposed again strictly. 

The PMA requested the people to play their due role in stopping spread of coronavirus. 

sanitary workers: A four-member delegation of a multinational company visited Lahore Waste 

Management Company (LWMC) head office here Friday and distributed gifts among sanitary 

workers. The delegate was comprised of senior officials who met LWMC Deputy Managing 

Director Tariq Hussain Bhatti and acknowledged the tireless efforts of LWMC especially during 

Covid-19. 

In recognition to exceptional services by LWMC, the delegation distributed gifts among sanitary 

workers as a token of appreciation and saluted them for facilitating the citizens on the front line 

against the current crisis. 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/656145-two-pins-employees-test-positive-for-pandemic  
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PMA concerned over increasing number of COVID-19 patients 

Rahul Basharat  
May 09, 2020 

ISLAMABAD-Medical professionals body on Friday expressed concerns and stressed on strict 

social distancing after relaxation in the lockdown.  

According to the National Command and Operations Center (NCOC) data, 598 cases of COVID-19 

were reported taking the toll to 25,842 in the country with 599 deaths.  

In last 24 hours, five deaths were reported and 11993 tests were conducted in the country while total 

tests conducted reached to 257,247. The data said that 7530 patients have recovered so far from the 

disease.  

Meanwhile, Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) on Friday said that it was very much concerned 

over the increasing number of Coronavirus patients and rising death toll of the Covid-19 in 

Pakistan.  

“We are very disturbed, how would our hospitals mange the load of Covid-19 patients in future. We 

have been observing the management flaws in our hospitals,” said Secretary General PMA 

Dr.QaiserSajjad.  

He said the patients with corona positive are refused to be admitted even after having vacant beds 

and ventilators at hospitals.  

He said death of Dr.FurqanulHaq is a recent example of this mismanagement. PMA has been 

receiving such complaints on daily basis in which patients are mistreated and misguided.  

In the statement issued, he said that we will have to streamline the system of our Corona designated 

hospitals and Quarantine facilities all over Pakistan.  

There should be a centralised networking established between these health facilities and ambulance 

services should also be included in the network, so that ambulance driver can take the patient to the 

required facility. No patient should be refused.  

He said the government and hospital management are responsible for providing treatment to the 

patients. The doctors performing duties at emergencies should not misguide patients.  

He added that the Inquiry Committee has concluded that misjudgement on part of the medical 

officer at Civil Hospital was the cause of Dr.Furqan’s death. In case of non-availability of the bed or 

ventilator, patient must be referred to some other hospital by the doctors on duty by approaching 

central network.  

https://nation.com.pk/Reporter/rahul-basharat


Government has announced relaxation in the lockdown from 09th May 2020. Business and shops 

have been allowed to open from morning till 05:00pm. Government has put responsibility over 

public to adopt preventive measures to remain safe from coronavirus, otherwise lockdown will be 

imposed again strictly. 

After this announcement by the government, PMA requests the people to play their due role to stop 

spreading of coronavirus and adopt all the required preventive measures which PMA and other 

doctors have been stressing upon. 

Meanwhile, Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (DRAP) also issued a circular for approval of 

another drug Azithromycin on priority basis during the COVID-19.  

The letter issued said that in continuation of this Authority’s Circular of even number dated 06th 

April,2020 on the subject captioned above and to inform that Drug Regulatory Authority of 

Pakistan in its 77th meeting held on 7th April,2020 has also approved the formulation of 

Azithromucin in the list of drugs/formulations for priority approval/registration during Cvicd-19 

Pandemic along-with other drugs as already communicated on the same terms and conditions.  

It said that the last date for submission of applications for Azithromucin is 04th June,2020. 

https://nation.com.pk/09-May-2020/pma-concerned-over-increasing-number-of-covid-19-patients  
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Doctors misguiding, mistreating Coronavirus patients: PMA  
 

Our Correspondent 

May 9, 2020  
 

LAHORE: The Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) has expressed serious concern over the 

increasing number of coronavirus patients and rising death toll of Covid-19 patients in the country.  

“We are very disturbed; how would our hospitals mange the load of Covid-19 patients in future. We 

have been observing the management flaws in our hospitals,” said Dr SM Qaisar Sajjad, secretary 

general, PMA (Centre), in a statement here on Friday. 

The patients with corona positive are being refused admission to hospitals even if there is 

availability of vacant beds and ventilators there. Death of Dr Furqanul Haq is a recent example of 

this mismanagement. PMA has been receiving such complaints on a daily basis in which patients 

are mistreated and misguided. We should learn a lesson from the death of Dr Furqan so that no 

patient should suffer like him in future. The doctors performing duties in emergencies should not 

misguide patients. The inquiry committee has concluded that misjudgment on part of the medical 

officer at Civil Hospital was the cause of Dr Furqan’s death. 

“We will have to streamline the system of our corona designated hospitals and quarantine facilities 

all over Pakistan. 

There should be a centralised networking among the health facilities. Ambulance service should 

also be included in the network so that ambulance driver can take the patient to the required facility. 

No patient should be refused admission to a health facility,” the PMA office-bearer said.In case of 

unavailability of bed or ventilator, a patient must be referred to some other hospital by the doctors 

on duty by approaching central network. 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/656216-doctors-misguiding-mistreating-coronavirus-patients-pma  
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PMA worrisome over rising corona deaths 
By News desk 
May 9, 2020 

Pakistan Medical Association (PMA) is very much concerned over the increasing number of 

coronavirus patients and rising death tool of the Covid-19 in Pakistan. 

We are very disturbed, how would our hospitals mange the load of Covid patients in future. We 

have been observing the management flaws in our hospitals. The patients with corona positive are 

refused to be admitted even after having vacant beds and ventilators at hospitals. Death of Dr 

Furqanul Haq is a recent example of this mismanagement. 

PMA has been receiving such complaints on daily basis in which patients are mistreated and 

misguided. We should learn lesson from the death of Dr. Furqan, so that no patient should suffer 

like him in future. 

We will have to streamline the system of our corona designated hospitals and quarantine facilities 

all over Pakistan. 

There should be a centralized networking established between these health facilities. Ambulance 

services should also be included in the network, so that ambulance driver can take the patient to 

the required facility. 

No patient should be refused. The government and hospital management are responsible for 

providing treatment to the patients. The doctors performing duties at emergencies should not 

misguide patients. 

The Inquiry Committee has concluded that misjudgment on part of the medical officer at Civil 

Hospital was the cause of Dr Furqan’s death. In case of non availability of the bed or ventilator 

patient must be refer to some other hospital by the doctors on duty by approaching central 

network. 

Government has announced relaxation in the lockdown from May 9. Business and shops have 

been allowed to open from morning till 5pm. 

Government has put responsibility over public to adopt preventive measures to remain safe from 

coronavirus, otherwise lockdown will be imposed again strictly. 

After this announcement by the government, PMA requests the people of Pakistan to play their 

due role to stop spreading of coronavirus and adopt all the required preventive measures which 

PMA and other doctors have been stressing upon. 

The preventive measures issued by PMA to avoid coronavirus are once again attached herewith. 

https://pakobserver.net/pma-worrisome-over-rising-corona-deaths/  
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